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Dear Marlboro High School Families, 
I hope you and your families are well in this uncertain time.  When we began the school year in September, none of 
us imagined we would be unable to gather and learn in our school.  During this difficult time we must continue to 
follow the directives of our government and health officials to protect our families and communities from illness.    
 
This is a hardship for all of us.  Some of you may be enduring medical, emotional, and financial trauma in addition 
to a changed way of life.  Please remember our counselors, teachers, & staff are an e-mail away if you or your 
student needs help.     
 
I am inspired each day by the work our students and teachers are doing to continue the learning process.  It is 
important that students continue to give their best effort to learn course material.   
 
In recent days important academic decisions have been made.  Last week the New York State Board of Regents 
cancelled this June’s Regents Exams.  Additionally we were given clarity on expectations of student learning.  As a 
result, I’m sharing with you our plan for 4th quarter and overall course credit & average calculations.  You will also 
find conditions for which a student receives an exemption from taking a Regents Examination.  The term 
exemption means they never have to take the exam and are considered to have passed the Exam for graduation 
purposes.     
 

4th quarter Grading  
 4th Quarter grades will be assessed and evaluated based on completion and quality of work. 
 Teachers will track assignments and provide feedback so parents and students can see what has been 

assigned and completed.   
 Teachers will be scoring the students work to provide feedback and ensure student understanding of the 

material. 
 If we are able to return to school and our traditional instructional process then the grading of the 4th 

Quarter may return to traditional scoring and grading depending on when we are able to return. 
 Based on the following criteria, students will receive a Pass/Fail for the 4th quarter.   
 4th quarter overall average will be a comment on the report card. 

o Fail - not meeting expectations 
o Pass - approaching expectations 
o Pass - meets expectations 
o Pass - exceeds expectations 

  
Secondary Final average calculation 

 Students’ averages for full year courses will be calculated based on the average of quarters 1, 2, 3 and 
mid-term exams.  Averages for semester courses will be based on 3rd quarter grades with 4th quarter 
input.   

 Students who have a passing three quarter average and pass the 4th quarter will maintain their three 
quarter average as their final course average 

 Students who have a passing three quarter average and fail the 4th quarter will have a reduction in their 
three quarter average and that will be their final course average. 



 Students who have a failing three quarter average and pass the 4th quarter may have an opportunity to 
pass for the year based on the three quarter average and the work completed during the 4th quarter 
Pass/Fail instruction period. 

 Students who have a failing average for the first three quarters and fail for the 4th quarter will fail the 
course. 

 Students currently failing courses are encouraged to partner with their teachers now.  
 Final exams decisions will be made as more information is received on the length of the school building 

closure. 
 

New York State Regents Exam & Language Exemptions (also applies to Spanish Checkpoint A & B) 
 June Regents Exams have been cancelled and the New York State Education Department has provided 

updated guidance on graduation and course requirements.  Students do not need to take Regents 
Exams for courses that ended in Regents Exams this year.  They will not have to make up the exam at a 
later date.  Students are exempt from taking a Regents in the following situations. 

 Students currently enrolled in a course that ends in a Regents Examination.   
 Students currently enrolled in a credit recovery course that ended in a Regents Examination.   
 Students who passed courses ending in Regents Exams but failed the Regents in past years are 

exempt if they meet one of the following three conditions.   
 Signed up with their counselor to take the Regents Exam this June (2020) 
 Were receiving academic intervention or support to help prepare for the exam   
 Retook the exam in June of 2019, August of 2019, or January of 2020. 

 Additionally, students who fail a course that would have had a Regents Exam this June (2020) 
are exempt from the exam if they complete summer school this summer (2020).  If they fail the 
course this academic year and do not complete summer school, they will have to pass the 
Regents Exam in a future year as per current guidelines.   
 

These decisions are the result of much collaboration both within our district and our region.  The framework for 
fourth quarter and final average is designed to empower our students and teachers in achieving appropriate 
learning outcomes and earned course credit.  Specific questions about graduation requirements and diploma types 
should be directed to your child’s school counselor.     
 
Your support and collaboration in our shared learning goals has never been more important.  I am asking for your 
help in the following ways.  Please remind your student to login to their district email daily and to check their 
Google Classrooms.  If they need help, please continue to partner with our teachers and support staff.   
 
Although some decisions have been made, we do not yet know when we will be able to resume regular school 
days.  When we are able to resume, our priority will be on celebrating our seniors and their accomplishments.  Our 
Marlboro teachers, administrators, and staff are working hard to support our students and families.  Together we 
will get through this.   
 
Yours in education, 
 
Ryan Lawler  

 
Ryan Lawler  
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